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Trrn Rosn FrBrn

'And horv did you know my name?'
'Your darmon told me. Pan. He said you were coming.'
'Pan? You'rte seen Pan? Where? Is he here?'

Lyra's eagerness was so sudden and passionate that she didn't
er,en notice that she'd seized the e-irl's arm. Nur Huda pulled
arvar,, her eyes u,ide lvith alarm.

Lvr a let go. 'Oh, I'm sorrl', I didn't mean to startle ,you . . . Onl,v,

l'r'e been follol'ing- hirn all this rvay, trl,ing to find him, and if he's

ltolhere...'
But she'd spoken too quickll', too impatiently The girl rvas

hungr1,, and tired, and horribly a-lone.

She rvas going to cry so L1,1a hugeed her and said, 'Let's sit dor,r.n.

\{re're both exhausted and frightened.Just tell me e\rer)rthing that
happer-red to vou. I won't interrupt, I promise.'

Thev sat on a crumbled shelf of stone surrounding a basin
l-here a fountain had once played. A trickle of \ rater still f'ell from
tl-re time-smudged mask of a saq,r; it must have gushed from his
mouth rvhen it rvas built, and the spring that supplied it was still
flou,ing. Nur Huda turned and scooped up a handful of water and
sipped it. Lyra did the same. It was ice-cold and clean, and she

drank some more. She had no idea she was so thirst)'.
'\\here have you come from?' Lyra asked.
'Frorn Baghdad rvith my family. But we were in a boat and it

sank, and rvhen I s\\,am to the shore I fbund Jamal was gone. I
thought he was dead and that meant I was too, and I was very
afraid. I was alone for a.lvhile. I didn't knor,v what to do. But then
Pan found me asleep on a hill and he guarded me and rvhen I
lvoke up he told rlre about,vou and we thouehtJamal might har,e

come to this place sowe came here. Panrtasr.r.ith me so itdidl't
Iook as if . . . you know.'

Jamal is your drmon?'
YCS.

'What did Pan say?'

'He said he was looking for something you'd lost.'
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THr RosB Frnro

Lr-ra listened. The silence was vast. It was the sort of night when

1.'ciu might hear the planets moving among the stars. She for.rnd

herself comparing it with the silence in the world of the dead, but
that was a closed silence, where nothing lvas alive, and that world
was stale and stul!,, for all its immensity. But the silence in al-Khan

al-Azraq was open, and not quite silence either. There were little
scratches, little susurrations and clicks and rasps, none of them
louder than a pinch of sand dropped on the skin of a snare drum,
and thev all meant . . . nothing. She remembered a night some

years before, in Oxford, when she had thought that everything
had a meaning, and had seen how she might understand it. But
that was before she'd read Gottfried Brande and Simon Talbot, at

a time when Pan was still huppy with her.
'\bu can't hear them?' said Nur Huda.
She spoke tentativelH anxious that Lyra should believe her, and

Lri.1 :nrr horr loung the girl was, and how much she'd suffered,
.rrc1 1e1t hcirr tiqhtlr-Nur Huda was still gripping her arm.

\c'. I can a bit. but I don't knowrvhat they're saying. Is this the
bcsr pllce io listen to them?'

'It s better in the marketplace. This way.'

Thel had to clamber over the fallen stones and make their
lvay around the broken rvalls of a basilica before they came to an
open area that did look like a rnarketplace, a public space to hold
meetings: a forum.

The sand underfoot was so fine and white that it might have

been newly millecl flour. In the centre of the forum there rvas a

plinth u,'here a statue had once stood. The statue itself lay in three
pieces besicle it, toppled by an earthquake, perhaps: a bearded
god rvhose sishtless eves glared up at the moon. Lyra and Nur
Huda sat on his rnuscular chest. There was nothing movinu in

the fomm, not a sign of life an\where, and everything around r,r,as

drenched in moonlight and frozen in stillness.

Lyra gradually became more aware of the scratchy little
susurrus, the scraping of insect claws, the clicks and rustlings like

B
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Tnn Rosn Frnro

Lyra rvaited till evervthins was still. Then she said into the dark,
'\{ho are you? Are vou angels?'

. . . we are beings of another kind . . .

'Are you part of the secret commonwealth?'
. . . deeper by far than thut . . . we come from the gulfs between the good

numbers . . .

'The gulfs betreen . . . Did I hear you properly?'
No reply.
'Then tell me something else,' she said. 'Tell me what's in the

red building in the desert of Karamakan. The building the roses

come from.'
. . . a'n opening into another woild . . .

Lyra was silent for a moment. The stars lvheeled overhead.
'An opening - d'you mean the sort of thing Will used to call a

window?'
. a doorwal into another wodd . . . tha,t is wh,y thq guard it so

fierce\ . . .

'The rvorld where the roses come from?'
. . . thelt coukl co'me from notuhere else . . .

As simple as that, and she hadn't thought of it. A knife-
bearer from Citdgazze, long ago, must have cut that window
in his travels from world to 'lvorld, and left it open. Her grasp
on things rvas loosening, and she felt giddy as if she'd lost
her sense of up and do'wn, of now and of then, of here and of
ever,uvhere.

The voices said something else, but she didn't understand it.
...lhealkaltest...
'The . . . alphabet? Is that what you said?'

...thealhahest"..
'Alkahest? What's that?'
. . . the destroyer oJ bontls . . .

She heard it clearly, and it lvas impossible to understand. 'What
d'you mean? \\hat about this alkahest? What is it?'

. . . destrol euerythine. . .

10
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balance, she made her rvay carefully downwards, aware all the
time of the danger of slipping, twisting an ankle, or worse.

Down, and further down, and still the moonlight lit her way. At
the foot of the stairway, she had to stop: the passage that led away

into the dark r,vas entirely blocked.
But there at the side, out of the shaft of moonlight, was a man

Mng on his back, asleep. At first she thought he was dead, he was

so still, and her r,,eins flooded with ice-ll,ater; but he rvas snoring
quietly, and there was his drmon, a small desert mammal of some

inconspicuous kind, clinging to his shoulder in her sleep. His face

had been battered and torn in what must have been a furious attack,

and his left eve was missing: the socket lay ernph, and blood-clotted.
His right arm was resting on something at his side, and when

she looked more closely she could see what it was: a crudely
rnade cage about the size of a shoebox, nailed together from
lolrgh planks, u,ith a heaty steel mesh front. Inside the cage was

a cliernon. Nur Huda's dzemon, a little animal like a mouse .with

l:irge ears and lons back legs like those of a kansaroo. He rvas

cror-rching in the darkest corner, shivering.
'-\-e vouJamal?' Lyra rvhispered.
'Yes - r'r,'here is Nur Huda?' carne the reply, so quiet she could

hardly hear it.
'She's waitine for us. I'm going to take you back to her. Who is

this man?'
'He caught me and nailed this cage up and I can't get out - he

rvas hiding from a big bird - like an eagle - it was going to take me
and he fought to get me away from it and then he put me in this
cage - I'm frightened. Who are you?'

'Sssh. Mv name's Lvra. Keep still and don't talk. I don't wanr ro
rvake him up.'

She had to reach across the man's bod,v to tonch the cage, and
he stirred and groaned louclly, startline-her. She kept as still as

she could till he r,vas snoring again, and then moved her hand
to the case, feeling to see if she coulcl lift it alvay from his grasp.
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But it uzsn't going to be pcsib
r,tas norrhere else to lean on- a

somehorr she'd orerbalance ,

left hand 1*25 5 ill painfirl aftr
train from Smrrnajust tro da

She felt as far as she could:
dn and splinten; and the sro

and stapled deeplr ilto the rtr
She sat back to thirrh about

J-rl rr-hispered. 'Please- c
'Sssh.'

She rras a\rrare of the moc
of light rrzs moring too. and r

she'd hare ro rroik in the dar
knife . . . It rrould cur rhrough

-\ thousand *rings dlstracte<

notjrrst a dirn bodr and unt.z
lihe gangrene. She sar- thar h
he'd probablv die soon. The
underground. the f,aintest pr
tryether. Ihe stillness of the
dorn here in the r:auh

A thought sn-uck her like a-r

The alrlhiometer-
The metal of the needk-
The \\-elsh milers on the

had \1111. a long 'me before.
material. as the subtle kdtt.

She morcd arrara lirtle furth
and felt in her nlcksack for d
sat in her hand so rightlr. and
it there for a fers seconds- lorir

She'd ne\er opened ir ner-

mu:t be a rrzv of doing so- Tb
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